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Pressures of Stereo Types
One of the biggest problems with adult learning is people’s inability to break free of stereo types.  A lot of adults allow their stereo types to define them.  Alexie states, “as Indian children, we were expected to fail in the non-Indian world. Those who failed were ceremonially accepted by other Indians and appropriately pitied by non-Indians” (87).  This not only shows the life style Indians were expected to pursue but it also demonstrates the fear of success.  What would happen if you were an Indian and instead of following the stereo type became successful.  Would your family and friends still accept you? Or would they label you as a stuck up corporate pig who never has time for their family.  Adult learners need to break out of their stereo type and chase after the career they want to pursue; however, many go after what life expects them too.  For example, if you are a student from the Middle East many people expect you to go after chemical science degrees or become a doctor.  The pressure from society to become something great is so strong they wouldn’t even consider becoming a painter or a teacher.
Not only is self-image/ social expectations an important factor of stereo types but so is how teachers portray the students. Often times it seems as though teachers are just setting students up for failure as well.  The statement “first impressions are the most important” is so dominate and engraved into peoples mind.  If a teacher doesn’t like a student right off the bat they will be less likely to help out or give extensions to them than to other students.  Teachers often label their students as lazy, incompetent and not motivated just by appearance.  Alexie gives a great personal example of this.  He spoke of how as a young man he was expected not to know the answers, not to answer when spoken to, and not to be helpful or intrigued in learning (Alexie 87).  This is proof of how some teachers also reinforcing stereo types.  Alexie presents the problem of how stereo types were enforced as a young child.  Lucky for him though he didn’t stick to his stereo type, he instead became a creative writer and speaker.  If teachers strived to not reinforce stereo types and not assume every student who looks or acts a certain way are all the same, then stereo types can become demolished.  

