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	As a college student, writing is a huge aspect of what you do, and to be frank, I hate it.  I’m a very opinioned person, and I have no problem expressing myself.  I’m just not a fan of the boundaries, and limitations that are placed and expected on writing papers.  When this Academic Multisource Synthesis essay was assigned, I had no idea what topic to problematize.  I had a mini panic attack.  Especially since there were so many students who previously took this class, and talked up the assignment.  I heard that it was worth 20 percent of the students’ grade, and it decided whether the student passed or failed the class.  I was freaking out.  However, after I was told it was no longer that huge of an issue I was able to breathe.
What I found most difficult about writing this paper is finding the right topic.  At first I wanted to write about technology as a whole being an issue.  Unfortunately, the topic was too broad that it caused issues with focus.  So I tried to refocus the paper on how people can feel uncomfortable using it.  I wanted to speak on how colleges seem to have an over dependence on using it for testing, FASFA, enrolling, etc. and how it can make students feel uncomfortable.  Especially if the student didn’t grow up with the opportunity to utilize or become familiar with the use of technology.  After exploring that side of technology it made me realize how it has affected my mother.  That’s why I decided to change it to how it affects visually impaired students.  
The reason I chose the topic on technology being an issue with visually impaired students is because it hits home for me.  The young woman named Lucy is actually my mother.  I have seen her struggle and fight for what she needs, and in many cases have seen her take authority over situations.  There were, and still are many times where I make trips down to Lansing to help her with school assignments, run errands, or even read chapters to her due to technology getting in the way.  She uses this program called Jaws to navigate through her whole computer.  It amazes me to see how many key commands she knows to get where she needs to be on the computer without being able to see it.  Having the ability just to use a mouse for the computer is a blessing in itself, and being able to see what’s going on.  The program Jaws however, does not read certain things, and for some reason this program is also unable to read or respond to multiple choice questions like the ones presented on Moodle (or in her case Angel) that teachers often use for students to take quizzes.  Knowing the challenges she has to deal with daily seems like enough of a burden.  But now that colleges are adding in technology and expecting visually impaired students to adapt just seems unrealistic.
	Some things I struggled with was; getting the sources to talk with each other, writing in the right genre, and citing/using sources correctly.  For some reason I was able to gather the points I needed from the authors, but I had a hard time explaining what they mean and how it was relevant to my topic.  Along with just getting the sources to make a point I had a difficult time having the authors talk with each other.  Luckily after covering how to make the sources speak with each other in class, and going to the writing center I was able to have a better grasp on the idea.  There is still more room for improvement and hopefully it will come with the next AMS paper we write.  
Another difficulty I had with this paper is I didn’t synthesize very well, or even use the right kind of sources.  I was so determined to convince the audience that it was a problem and tried to use researched data to prove my point.  As a result I was writing more in a persuasive, scientific method instead of synthesizing the problem.  By exchanging sources I was able to refocus the paper and make it more of a synthesized paper.   Finally, when using sources I forgot to add comas where they were needed, and had indentation problems.
	 The sources I chose to work with were two printed sources and one source from the web.  One of the printed sources I used for my paper was, “Superman and me” by Sherman Alexie because it best supports my point on barriers and limitations technology places on students.  More specifically visually impaired students.  Alexie’s personal story of the difficulties he had to overcome made my point of how much more difficult it is for visually impaired students much more strong.  Another printed source I chose was, “The Telephone” by Anward Accawi.  The reading demonstrates how the dependence on technology has actually hindered progress instead of advancing it.  Ultimately it proves my point of how technology may not be the best answer or use for college education.  The over dependence on technology in education seems to be limiting certain students, and it doesn’t seem fair.  The last source I used was the one from the web, “Top 3 Technology Trends/ Issues Affecting Higher Education” by James Dutcher.  What I thought was so powerful about this source is the fact that Dutcher is an IT Executive.  Dutcher works with technology everyday with his job, and even he himself thinks technology is an issue.  Even though advancements are being made, they’re not as helpful or as effective as they were predicted to be.  Thus proving my point of the over use of technology in the classroom.
	Something that I hope to work on is incorporating my introduction stories into the paper.  I was hoping to use my sources, along with Lucy’s story to make it a more personable paper.  That way the audience was able to connect and understand her struggles.  I wanted to use Alexies story in combat with Lucy’s story to show how it’s a daily problem.  I was unable to figure out a way to fit in her story throughout the paper and make it trickle down.  Hopefully with the next paper I will be able to do that.
	My intended audience was fellow college students, and English 111 professors.  Keeping this in mind, I tried to follow the process of college.  First of starting off, applying for financial aid and the struggles every student has to go through just to test out of classes.  Then I put the twist of how blind students can’t read things on their own and they depend on other to help them.  I then moved onto how students go to class, but almost all the homework or quizzes are online.  Sure it’s easier for professors to grade, but it’s difficult for students who don’t have access.  College students are able to connect and feel the pain and hassle of dealing with this, and professors are able to see the other side.  Finally, the last portion of the paper was meant to question the use or possibly the over use of technology.  All my sources worked pretty well together.  I just wish I would’ve made it make more sense and have the sources speak together better.
