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Introduction
	Once upon of time there was a young ambitious women named Lucy.  Lucy was a full time student who attended college at Central Michigan University.  Once she learned all that she could at Central she transferred to Michigan State University, for child psychology.  But sadly she did not get the assistance she needed and ended up failing out.  Something that’s a little different about Lucy is she is visually impaired, and as a result there are some things that are little difficult for her to accomplish.  Things like filling out paper work, applying for anything online, and now classes.  Everything she tried to accomplish at Michigan State was not aided and as a result she flunked out of her program.  She is now attending Lansing Community College for massage therapy.  
	If going to college blind wasn’t enough she is also a single mom with two young children to take care of.
The Struggle
	Society today is becoming increasingly dependent on all forms of technology for daily functioning.  Though these advancements are intended to be productive and helpful for daily use it seems to be leaving a great portion of society behind.  This paper is meant to touch on some of the struggles that many visually impaired students must get past.  The struggle to apply for college, get the aid, do the homework and make the grade when everything in college is now technology based.
Before students even get to the classroom they must enroll and apply for financial aid.  But for some reason a lot of colleges will not aid visually impaired students unless they are currently students.  It’s as if colleges want them to fail.  This isn’t the first time minorities have been left out to dry or not expected to do much of anything with their lives. Sherman Alexie, award winning novelist, gives a great personal example of this, “…as Indian children, we were expected to fail in the non-Indian world. Those who failed were ceremonially accepted by other Indians and appropriately pitied by non-Indians” (87).  What Alexie’s quote is explaining is like the Indian students, blind students or any disabled student who attends college are expected to fail.  However, these students do not go to college to be pitied, they go to college to make something of themselves.  What really is a pity is the fact that it is close to impossible for those students to get any assistance in just getting their foot in the door.  
It’s funny to think that when a college puts up a new building they wouldn’t dare build it without a ramp for wheelchair access.  However there’s something that colleges aren’t considering.  Having a switch from paper to mainly computers and online only, what are they doing to visually impaired students?  Much of the technology used by colleges is not supported by the software or programs that blind students depend on to navigate the web.  As a result visually impaired students are unable to do the things necessary to pass their classes.  It’s like removing the ramp, leaving the steps, and telling students in wheelchairs to figure it out.  IT DOESN’T MAKE SENSE!  Anwar Accawi, a professor and composer of ideas, shares his personal story of how technology changed his world, and not for the good.  Accawi spoke of how once his world was so simple.  “…there was no real need for a calendar or a watch to keep track of the hours, days, months and years” (318-319).  But once the telephone was placed into his little village everyone’s focus switched from caring for each other to waiting for the next big thing.  With Accwai’s statement of a once simple world to a now nothings ever good enough complex world, it’s hard not to see some issues with these advancements.  Much like the dramatic shift in Accwai’s little village, the same shift has occurred in the learning world.  Blind students are unable to finish the work that’s assigned because their programs designed to help them are hindering them.  And it’s close to impossible for them to get the assistant from the college or professors who say “if you want to be here prove it, it’s your responsibility to get things done.”  With that mentality and the lack of resources to do so it shuts blind students out.  Accwai goes on to say how once the phone calls started coming in his once bustling village it, “…became a skeleton of its former self, desolate and forsaken…” (324). If just adding a telephone to a small village created that much destruction; how much destruction will be done by having so much dependence on technology?  Accwai’s personal story metaphorically demonstrates how the dependence on technology has actually hindered progress instead of advancing it. With this burden on blind students it seems as though they are being pushed away from their dreams.
	This begs to question: What is it about the insistent need for technology that is worthy of shutting out the blind in the classroom?  Visually impaired students shouldn’t have to give up their dreams of let’s say becoming a child psychologist like Lucy.  Lucy wanted this dream so bad, but was unable to as a direct result of technology.  Talking to clients about their needs isn’t something you need sight for; you just need to have a big understanding heart.  But because of the classrooms dependence on technology it basically shunned Lucy from perusing her dreams.  Alexie presents the problem of how he was limited as a result of being a minority.  “I was never taught how to write… I was certaintly never taught that Indians wrote…” (Alexie 87).  Alexie did however become a writer because he was resilient and pursued his dreams.  Blind students however do not have the luxury to just learn on their own as Alexie did because everything done these days is geared for visual learners only. James M. Dutcher, IT Executive, would add a layer of complexity by speaking about the different benefits of switching to technology.  Dutcher explains how the world has become technology focused, but with new advancements it can and has become more people/process focus (27).  If what Dutcher is saying to be true, then it would be safe to assume that with these “new advancements” it would be more user friendly to the visually impaired.  But for some reason there hasn’t been much change.  Due to all these limitations on what is and isn’t compatible with the visually impaired students programs it limits what they can pursue as a career.  Alexi and Dutcher both seem to value education and the advancement of student success.  Sadly, technology seems to be hindering a select group of society with every advancement made.
With less schools willing to assist disabled students, and increasing their overdependence on technology, society will end up segregating the visually paired from the visually impaired. The struggles and limitations visually impaired students must overcome is so great that it’s hard to support the over use of technology in the classroom.
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